	

	FAITH, SCIENCE & SEXUALITY – GRADE - KINDERGARTEN 
LESSON TITLE: The Relationship Between God and His Creation


	

	SCIENCE LESSON CONCEPT
· Life is a special aspect of nature
	RELIGION LESSON CONCEPT
· God’s world of nature fills us with wonder
· God’s energy of compassionate self-giving love makes all life possible


	GOAL OF SCIENCE LESSON
· To introduce the students to the way living things exist in nature.
OBJECTIVES
· To question the source of various forms of life.
· To talk about the interdependence of all forms of life.
	GOAL OF RELIGION LESSON
· To introduce the students to God’s self-giving love as the source of the natural laws that make life possible.
OBJECTIVES
· To talk about the divine animating principle of life (God) as the great Mystery of love filling the whole universe.
· To point to how all living things witness to the presence of that divine source of life (God).



	OUTCOME EXPECTED

· Students will be able to identify living things and discuss what it means for something to have life. 
· Students will be able to discuss the relationships between one living thing and other living things.

	OUTCOME EXPECTED

· Students will be able to distinguish between the Creator God and creatures.
· Students will be able to talk about God’s creative love in the Holy Spirit as the source of the principle of life and growth in living things.


	MATERIALS NEEDED
· Living trees with leaves and other flora
· Photos of various living things beyond the local environment
· Birds, insects, and other fauna


	MATERIALS NEEDED

· Photos of various living things in worship settings
· Optional: If possible, have a student bring in a hamster or gerbil 


	SCIENCE METHODOLOGY

· TAKE the students outdoors. 
· EXAMINE the sun shining against green leaves; plants standing up. 
· EXPLAIN how the leaves are like “little energy factories” using water and air to make sugars that flow through the plant. 
· DEFINE photosynthesis as the creative power of light to generate growth.
· TALK about wind energy, heat energy and light energy How do these energies interact to sustain life?
· WATCH (or use pictures) birds, insects and animals. 
· COMMENT on growth, from little to big. 
· ASK about life in plants, insects and animals. What keeps them alive and growing? (energy, water, air, food). 
· EXPLAIN “nature” as “the way things function according to how they are made.”

· DEFINE the transference or exchange of products of one form of life with another as interdependence .The waste products of one feed the other – use oxygen/carbon dioxide as an example.
· TALK about water, wind, fire and the tiny bacteria in the earth that helps recycle things.
· COMMENT on how each has a role to play is keeping the balance of nature.  
· ASK about ourselves as human beings. How do we fit into the balance of nature? 
· DISCUSSION: Because we can “think” and “choose,” and other life forms can’t, does this mean we are to take care of the other life forms? How might we do this?
	RELIGION METHODOLOGY

· While examining the creatures, ASK what it means that they are alive. 
· EXPLAIN that it is God who gives us life. There is something more to life  than merely the energy found in nature. God is a loving Someone stronger than the wind, the fire, the water or the earth. He is Someone who is pure Love, and all the other forms of energy, including ours of thinking and choosing, come from this great Love. We call this great Loving One “God”.
· SAY: God is at the same time a hidden God who we call “Father,” a talking God, who we call “Son” or “Word,” and a powerful self-giving God, who we call “Holy Spirit.”
· EXPLAIN: All living things have a life energy given them by this powerful God through the Holy Spirit, who is God’s self-giving love poured out on us.
· DO: (outdoors) Have the students gather around a dandelions or some other living thing (e.g.worms, ants, etc). Have the children examine it.
· ASK: What do we see here? What makes this alive? Give the children time to express their own answers.
· EXPLAIN: What we see with our senses is what God’s own love has done. God keeps the living thing alive through its own natural energy.  This energy is built into nature by its Creator, God. The mystery of God is the source for all forms of life, plants, animals, and humans.
Theological Point for Instructor

When God gives of God’s energy, God does this through the Holy Spirit, who is the outpouring gift of God. It is through the Holy Spirit that all life forms have their natural life force or energy. God creates them through his Son, who is God’s very own Word. Through this Word God calls them into existence. 
Big and little, some are so small they can only be seen through a microscope and some so far away they can only be seen with a telescope. God takes delight in sharing God’s own Life with creatures through his Word and Holy Spirit. 




	KEY WORDS

· Animate

· Exchange

· Interdependence

· Nature

· Photosynthesis

· Transference

SCIENCE LINKS
A television cartoon program named “Sid, the Science Kid,” solves mysteries via scientific reasoning. I t is a good introduction to the principles by which science is done.
Any texts, audios, videos, or links that inspire wonder about nature in the child.
	Key Word CORRESPONDING DIVINE ACTIVITY
· Divine life/natural life

· God the Holy Spirit as God’s self-giving love

· One form of life needs another
· God gave natural energy to all his creation
· God triggers the natural energy that helps  living things grow

· God is always active in every living thing

RELIGION LINKS 

· The Runaway Bunny by Margaret Wise Brown

· The Velveteen Rabbit by Margery Williams
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